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Beautiful Alleys Vision
Laneways can be more than just place to hide garbage
cans and utilities. Hamilton’s laneways have the potential to
significantly increase the amount of open green space
available to residents within the community.
As of right now, most laneways within Hamilton are
considered a liability rather a potential resource for growth
and productivity. Beautiful Alleys’ vision is to identify
community needs and concerns regarding laneway
improvements and determine how an effective
transformation can be achieved.
In order for our alleys to reach their full potential as
enjoyable, safe and vibrant spaces, Beautiful Alleys want to
inspire the individuals of Hamilton to voice their diverse
needs and desires. Having beautiful alleys fosters local
pride, cooperation and a sense of engaging communities in
the environmental stewardship of their neighbourhoods.
So, why green Hamilton laneways?
Environmental
- increases biodiversity, lower carbon emissions,
sustainably manage stormwater, reduce the urban heat
island effect.
- localizes food sources, supporting greater food security.
- offers greater mobility incorporating flora and pleasant
landscaping.
Social
- reducing the use of alleys for illicit activities- promoting
safety
- attractive play space for kids
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- improve communal interaction between neighbours
- can be utilized for implementing community gatherings/

events.
- brings uniqueness- more livable and inviting for residents
source: Friendly Streets Toolkit

The toolkit encourages more understanding of laneways
within Hamilton, enabling residents to work together and
become more involved in making the Hamilton community
a better and liveable space.
This guide provides examples of laneway greening
techniques as well as supplies contact information,
techniques, steps, online resources as well as planning
requirements.

Who Do You Call?
If we want to keep our alleys clean and green, there is lots
of help. Our City has developed a reference guide for us to
make it easy. It is important that the following processes
are used in order to properly gather associated data. When
the following methods are used, related information is
tracked and the City is able to use the data to determine
the extent of an issue (both city-wide and identifying hot
spots), and also to report on statistics.
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Illegal Dumping should be reported in one of three ways:
1.
Calling 905-546-CITY (2489)
2.
Emailing mle@hamilton.ca
3.
Using the online complaint form: Register a By-law
Complaint: HERE
Additional related info can be found on the City’s website is
HERE
Here is the info for Municipal Law Enforcement’s Municipal
By-law Complaint Form for an URGENT MATTER regarding
private property that is an immediate health and safety
concern: HERE
Graffiti Reporting, use one of the following:
1.
If a crime in progress call 911
2.
Report the graffiti using 905-546-CITY (2489)
3.
Online reporting form: https://www.hamilton.ca/
parks-recreation/community-environmental-initiatives/
graffiti-reporting-form
All Other Issues and Complaints should go through
905-546-CITY (2489) as well; for the same reasons of
tracking data. When frontline staff are directly contacted,
the issue may not be recorded in our database and our
statistics become skewed, and it’s tougher building a
business case to secure the resources
required to combat the issue.
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Laneway Greening Techniques
Laneway greening does not only serve to increase
attractiveness and clean the air but also contributes to the
street’s viability and provides climate change benefits.
Greening is crucial for increasing biodiversity within
Hamilton.

Greening Techniques

Possible greening
activities

2.1 Container Planting

-

2.2 Vertical Planting

2.3 Planting Beds

Standing pots
Hanging baskets
Window boxes
Wall baskets
Green façades
Living Walls

- In-Ground Beds
- Raised Beds (vegetable
gardens)
- Rain Gardens
- Guerilla Gardening

source: How-to: Greening guide
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2.1 Container Planting
Container planting makes use of the horizontal space
available in laneways. It offers the opportunity of planting
edible as well as non-edible plants. The container can be
anything that is enclosed, ranging from hanging baskets,
freestanding pots, windows boxes and wall baskets.
source: How-to: Greening guide

Why use container planting?
• Versatile—> container gardens can be grown in any
section of the laneway, rearranging plants to suit seasons
or to personal taste.
- introduces vegetation
• Accessibility—> container plants makes gardening
accessible to almost anyone including children, those with
limited mobility & the elderly.
• No weeding—> as plants contained in pots.
• Low maintenance—>no heavy garden tools or equipment.
• Mobility—> easily be moved to suit your needs or to a
more suitable sunny or shady location during the day.

Standing pots & wall baskets
work well in tight and small
areas.
Location: Spello, Tuscany, Italy.
Photo Credit: https://www.pinterest.ca/
pin/500744052290143143/?
lp=true
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All container planting needs
to be watered regularly.
Location: Calleja de las Flores,
Cordoba, Spain
Photo Credit: https://
journeyaroundtheglobe.com/europe/spain/
cordoba/

Wall baskets provide a
decorative appeal, making
laneways more inviting and
colourful.
Window boxes can brighten
your laneway and adjacent
indoor space.
Location: Derbyshire, England.
Photo credit: http://www.alamy.com/
stock-photo/hanging-baskets-on-wallin.html
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Container Planting Implementation
1. Reach out to your community and form a
Procedure
Laneway Greening Group.
2. Decide on what types of planting
containers to use and where to place
them with your group members. *Make
sure to locate on the edge of private
properties adjacent to the laneway, not in
the public right-of-way itself*
3. Seek online resources below to decide the
best vegetation types for your laneway.
Evergreen suggests using native plants
that need less maintenance and water.
4. Find out price and availability of the
materials and vegetation needed for
different planting containers appropriate
to the space given.
5. If appropriate- apply for greening grants
listed below.
6. Contact landscape suppliers to source
and purchase plants and materials.
Consider approaching local suppliers for
in-kind donations or discounts on plants
or other materials.
7. Organize a community planting day to
situate your planting containers.
8. Don’t forget to water plants often
especially in the hot summer months!
Key contacts Environment Hamilton
contactus@environmenthamilton.org
Green Venture http://greenventure.ca/
contact/
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Online
resources

- Clean & Green Neighbourhood Grant

Permits
required

https://www.hamilton.ca/parksrecreation/community-environmentalinitiatives/clean-green-neighbourhoodgrant
Evergreen’s Native Plant Database http://
nativeplants.evergreen.ca/
Evergreen’s No Plot is Too Small
guidebook https://www.evergreen.ca/
downloads/pdfs/no-plot-too-small/
Evergreen’s urban greening resources
http://www.evergreen.ca/getinvolved/
resources/
Hamilton Pollinator Paradise https://
www.hamiltonpollinatorparadise.org/
resources--guides.html
Neighbourhood Action Grants http://
hamiltoncommunityfoundation.ca/grants/
grant/community-fund/
TD Friends of the Environment Grant
https://fef.td.com/funding/

None

Budget range $

Potential
funding
sources

-

Property Owners
Local plant suppliers/stores
TD Friends of the Environment Grant
Clean & Green Neighbourhood Grant
Neighbourhood Action Grants
source: How-to: Greening guide

9

2.2 Vertical Gardening
This technique is ideal for laneways that have limited
growing space. Vertical gardens create new spaces to grow
your own produce of edible plants or non-edible plants
whilst making use of walls, rails and fences. It is not the
traditional way of gardening hence it brings uniqueness and
modernity.
Examples of vertical gardening are:
- Planting prickly plants such as roses or berries along a
fence, this discourages graffiti and provides greater
privacy.
- Climbing vines can be rooted in the ground as well as
climb up building walls and trellises.
- More complex living walls that include soil and irrigation
systems.
source: How-to: Greening guide

Prickly plants like
roses adds vibrancy,
colour also attracting
biodiversity and
pollination.
Location: Guntersville,
Alabama
Photo Credit: http://
www.advertisergleam.com/gallery/
spring-blooms/
collection_0139c550-ee76-11e4b9bf-ab4bce1d5b0d.html
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Some more different examples of vertical gardening are:

Modular living wall gardens:
Mounted on the building wall,
fence or separate grid
structure. They include soil
and an irrigation system.
Location: Nenagh, Limerick,
Ireland
Photo Credit: http://
www.landtechsoils.ie/product/greenwalls-modular-kits/

Additional support to your
climbing vegetation can be
made by wires, metal rods
or wood.
Location:Botín Foundation,
Madrid, Spain
Photo Credit: https://divisare.com/
projects/303575-mvn-arquitectosthe-new-offices-of-the-botinfoundation-in-madrid

source: How-to: Greening guide
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Green facades provide
better air quality, noise
damping and natural beauty.
Location: Toronto
Photo Credit: https://www.flickr.com/
photos/ignaciovicent/2754883992/

Vines supported on building
walls are an easy way to
green your laneway.
Location: Toronto
Photo Credit: https://www.flickr.com/
photos/ignaciovicent/2754883992/

Living walls increase
biodiversity of beneficial
organisms, such as small
birds, butterflies, bees and
ladybugs.
Location: copenhagen,
Denmark
Photo Credit: https://
www.pinterest.com/
LarsBachDenmark/green-living-walls/

source: www.greenovergrey.com/
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Vertical Greening Implementation
Procedure

1. Reach out to your community and form a
Laneway Greening Group.
2. Discuss suitability of different greening
strategies to accommodate to your
laneway!
3. Research vertical greening systems
discussed and determine the price and
availability.
4. Seek online resources below to decide the
best vegetation types for your laneway.
5. If appropriate- apply for greening grants
listed below.
6. Contact landscape suppliers to source
and purchase plants and materials.
Consider approaching local suppliers for
in-kind donations or discounts on plants
or other materials!
7. Organize a community planting day to
install your vertical greening method.
8. Don’t forget to water plants often
especially in the hot summer months!

Key contacts Environment Hamilton
contactus@environmenthamilton.org
Green Venture http://greenventure.ca/
contact/
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Online
resources

- Hamilton Pollinator Paradise https://

Permits
required

None

www.hamiltonpollinatorparadise.org/
resources--guides.html
- TD Friends of the Environment Grant
https://fef.td.com/funding/
- Clean & Green Neighbourhood Grant
https://www.hamilton.ca/parksrecreation/community-environmentalinitiatives/clean-green-neighbourhoodgrant
- Neighbourhood Action Grants http://
hamiltoncommunityfoundation.ca/grants/
grant/community-fund/

Budget range $

Potential
funding
sources

- Property Owners
- TD Friends of the Environment

Foundation Grant
- Clean & Green Neighbourhood Grant
- Neighbourhood Action Grants

source: How-to: Greening guide
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2.3 Planting Beds

An ideal spot for a planting bed whether an in-ground bed,
raised bed for vegetable gardens, rain garden or for
guerrilla gardening can be found between the public rightof-way and the adjacent fence or building wall. This narrow
strip of private property running alongside a laneway is
highly useful for sustainably managing stormwater.

Vines supported on
building walls are an easy
way to green your laneway.
Location: Detroit, USA.
Photo Credit: http://
www.highgroundnews.com/features/
urbanalleys042114.aspx

Vines supported on
building walls are an easy
way to green your laneway.
Location: Ottawa
Photo Credit: https://nacto.org/
publication/urban-bikeway-designguide/bicycle-boulevards/greeninfrastructure/

source: How-to: Greening guide
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Raised planting beds can be
constructed with less disruption to
the existing paving in your laneway.
They provide greater isolation from
the laneway surface and have good
drainage.
Raised vegetable gardens offer fresh
produce right outside your doorstep,
fostering the sharing of food
production knowledge and offers
greater food security to your
community.
Location: Derry, Ireland

Photo Credit: https://www.fix.com/blog/
gardening-with-raised-beds/

source: How-to: Greening guide

Photo Credit: http://greensideup.ie/tag/derry/
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Guerrilla gardening is the act
of gardening on abandoned or
perceived to be neglected land
by its legal owner.
This offers environmental
change and a horticultural
movement to Hamilton
laneways.

Guerrilla gardening
teaches the community how to
grow their own food offering
local food initiatives.
This trendy movement provides
self sufficiency in communities,
creating an understanding of how
their food grows.
It supplies purpose to our
laneways and beautifies them
using flowers, vegetables and
fruits.
Location: Los Angeles, USA.
Photo Credit: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Guerrilla_gardening
source: http://
www.guerrillagardening.org/
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Planting Beds Implementation
Procedure

1. Reach out to your community and form a
Laneway Greening Group.
2. Identify potential planting bed locations
making sure to locate them adjacent to
the laneway- not in the public right-ofway itself.
3. Consult online resources from Evergreen
to determine the best vegetation types,
soil and fill material for your laneway.
4. Find out price and availability of the
materials and vegetation needed for your
planting beds.
5. If appropriate- apply for greening grants
listed below. Contact landscape suppliers
to source and purchase plants and
landscaping materials.
6. Plan a community planting day to situate
your planting beds.
7. Don’t forget to water plants often
especially in the hot summer months!
8. Organize regular community planting
days (monthly/annual) events to care for
and water the garden as well as to collect
the vegetation.

Key contacts Environment Hamilton
contactus@environmenthamilton.org
Green Venture http://greenventure.ca/
contact/
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Online
resources

- Clean & Green Neighbourhood Grant https://
www.hamilton.ca/parks-recreation/communityenvironmental-initiatives/clean-greenneighbourhood-grant

- Evergreen’s Native Plant Database http://
nativeplants.evergreen.ca

- Evergreen’s No Plot is Too Small guidebook
https://www.evergreen.ca/downloads/pdfs/noplot-too-small/

- Evergreen’s urban greening resources
http://www.evergreen.ca/get-involved/resources/

- Greenbelt Foundation http://www.greenbelt.ca/
grants/applicationdeadlines

- Guerrilla Gardening https://www.fix.com/blog/
-

guerrilla-gardening/
Hamilton Pollinator Paradise https://
www.hamiltonpollinatorparadise.org/resources-guides.html

- Heart and Stroke Foundation http://
www.hsfspark.com/apply-sparkadvocacy-grant

- Low Impact Development Centre’s Rain Garden
Design Templates http://
www.lowimpactdevelopment.org/
raingarden_design/whatisaraingarden.htm

- Neighbourhood Action Grants http://
hamiltoncommunityfoundation.ca/grants/grant/
community-fund/

- TD Friends of the Environment Grant https://
fef.td.com/funding/
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Permits
required

None

Budget range $

Potential
funding
sources

- Property owners
- TD Friends of the Environment
-

Foundation Grant
Greenbelt Foundation
Heart and Stroke Foundation
Clean & Green Neighbourhood Grant
Neighbourhood Action Grants
source: How-to: Greening guide

Photo Credit: https://www.fix.com/blog/gardening-withraised-beds/
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Why Greening Laneways is a great idea
Below are some examples of cities across the world that have incorporating
either one or a few different methods of greening. Beautifying community
spaces gathers places that are welcoming, stimulating, and worthy of
communal leisure.
Vigorous areas and destination sites can be enjoyed when there are benches,
art, greenery, and a prioritized feeling of safety.
By adding greenery to public space not only renews the space, but has been
proven to improve our community’s water quality, build neighbourhoods,
increase bicycle and pedestrian connections and increase natural habitats for
birds and butterflies.
Art in public spaces adds character and enhances the vibrancy of an alley site.
Many neighbourhoods take on art projects on their own, such as the Art Alley
project. In Hamilton, we are noticing exciting art pieces that neighbours have
created, such as fences being painted alongside alley walkways.
For more information on the importance of artwork to enhance
further enhancements to greening your alley can be found in our toolkit for
murals can be found in the How-to Murals Guide.
source: Friendly Streets Toolkit

Location: Guildford Lane,
Melbourne, Australia.
Photo Credit: http://
cbdnews.com.au/laneway-projectprogressing/
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Location: Madrid, Spain
Photo Credit: https://
inhabitat.com/tag/madrid/

Location: Ruelle
Modigliani, Montreal.
Photo Credit: http://
www.wixxmag.ca/articles/les-5plus-belles-ruelles-de-montreal
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